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Your Help is Needed 

 We have depleted our supplies and will now start collecting for the coming school year that 
begins this month.  Be sure to pick up a Back Pack Ministry Magnet which are located in the 

information racks around our campus, and remember GOD’S children 
when you go grocery shopping … every little bit helps!   
A big thank you goes out to Peter Gronbeck for taking over this minis-
try and putting together a team of packers and loaders that meets every 
Wednesday afternoon before Fellowship Supper during the school year 
that assembles, packs and loads the back packs each week.   
Thank you to the Asbury and Amazing Grace Sunday School classes 
for the many blessings of food that you provided over the school years. 
Thank you so much for your continued support, prayers and donations 
over these past six years, together we really have made a difference.    

                      Special Needs:  Ravioli, Fruit Juice 
 

For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me some-
thing to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in,      Matthew 25:35 

 

 
 
 
 
 

For more information on any program, event or service please remember to check out our website for up to 
date information: www.fumc-pc.org 

Join us on Facebook and see great pictures, updated information, encouraging notes and more! Search: 
 “First United Methodist, Panama City” 

  Sunday  

Worship Service Times    
8:00 Traditional Service 

9:15 Sunday School 
10:30 Blended Contemporary Service 

Nursery Available 
 

903 East Fourth Street 
Panama City, FL 32401 

850.763.6537 Office 
850.763.0615 Preschool 

www.fumc-pc.org 

You are invited to join us for Fellowship Supper on Wednesday nights from 5:15-6:00pm in the Community 
Life Center. Cost for the meal is $6 per adult, $4 per child/youth with a $20 cap per family. First time to eat 
with us? IT’S FREE. A head count is needed by Monday so sign up in Sunday School, on the Church Attend-
ance Pew Pad, email terri@fumc-pc.org or call 763-6537. We look forward to seeing you! 
 
August Menu 
7th     Baby Back Ribs, Vegetable, Gar lic Bread, Salad & Desser t  
14th   Fried Fish, Cheese Grits, Hushpuppies,  Coleslaw, & Dessert 
21st.   Smoked Chicken, Vegetable, Gar lic Bread, Salad & Desser t  
28th    Beef  Tips over  Rice, Vegetable, Salad & Desser t  

.   

 

 

    Cross & Tower First United Methodist Church 

 

The "Back to School" signs in the stores signal that summer is drawing to a close.  There's so much anticipation heading 
into the break and each year June and July seem to pass more quickly.  There are still a few more days before the bells 
ring and students return to class, and warmer weather will continue for some time to come, but before long reading, writ-
ing, and arithmetic will be the focus once again. 
 
Of course, August also ushers in the start of college football.  Hope springs eternal for every team - this year will be THE 
year!  Team colors will start to appear and flags will fly as the games approach.  Already, I've penciled in the area high 
school team schedules.  I'm looking forward to seeing some Florida high school football again. I would encourage you to 
go out on a Friday night and support our schools.  If football is not your thing, don't forget the young ladies start volley-
ball and cross country will begin soon.  Our young people continue to need encouragement from all of us! 
 
Back to School is also a great time to get "Back to Church."  Summer travels can understandably make participation and 
attendance a little more haphazard.  This is a great time to commit to weekly worship attendance, to being involved in 
Sunday School or a Bible study during the week, or participating in one of the many other ministry opportunities here at 
First United Methodist Church of Panama City. 
 
We are looking forward to a great fall together!  Our recovery and rebuilding efforts on our campus will continue and we 
are deeply indebted to our Board of Trustees who are guiding this process in such an excellent way.  Our ministry areas 
are going to feature a variety of offerings for all ages.  And I look forward to continuing to get to know each of you in the 
days and weeks ahead. 
 
I want to say a personal word of "Thanks" to all of you for your hospitality to us as Abigail, Alexis, Addison, Jordan, and 
I have come to be with you here at First United Methodist Church of Panama City.  The expressions of welcome and care 
extended to us have warmed our hearts.  Your visits, calls, texts, emails, and the church-wide reception have made our 
transition an easy one.  We are grateful to each of you and we look forward to what Christ will do as we share in this sea-
son of ministry together! 
 

How would you like to own your own little piece of First United Method-
ist Church? As you know, our Chapel was destroyed in the hurricane.  We 

have a limited supply of church pews for sale.  The pews are being sold 
for $250.00 each.  First come – first served!  Please see Laurie for more 
information.  Don’t miss out on this unique opportunity! 

August   2019 



 

  

  

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you would like to order flowers for the altar for a Sunday morning service there is a New Flower Calen-
dar located under the TV right by the front office.  Simply stop by and decide what date you would like to 
choose and sign-up for that date.  All orders must be pre-paid by Friday afternoon prior to the Sunday ser-
vice.  For additional information, please contact Elsie Williams at 850-596-2627.                                 

 

His Kids Times 
(Potty - trained 3’s - 5th Grade 
Sunday Nights: 5:30 - 7:30 pm 

(Dinner Included) 
Wednesday Nights: 6:00 - 7:30 pm 

Bible Lesson  - Games - Crafts  
Bible Verse Memory    

 
 

We had a fantastic week at Blue Lake 
Summer Camp! We enjoyed playing 

games, swimming,            archery, Bible 
story, and Gaga Ball. Thank you for all 
your       prayers and financial support. 

Come join us on August 11th as we say good-bye to sum-

mer and hello to a new school year! It will be a fun 

night full of Games, Children’s Choir, Bible Story, and 

Food. You don’t want to miss it! Open to ages 3 years 

old - 5th grade.  

If you have a child entering 3rd 
grade, please e-mail Mrs.       Ali-

son with their full name and 
birthday. We will be presenting 
3rd grade Bibles on August 11th 

during the 10:30 service.  

3rd Grade Bibles 

                                                                 Student Ministry 
           August 2019 
It’s hard to believe that summer is wrapping up & students will be back in school shortly. We have 
had an awesome summer, but look forward to an exciting school year. We are excited to welcome 
our new 6th graders & getting to know them. Youth Week is going to start on Sunday, August 4th. 
This is an area wide youth event where we partner with other churches for worship each evening 
& then have service projects & fun activities during the day. Be praying for our students as they 
will be challenged to grow in their faith during this event, & more importantly that they will 
strengthen their walk with Christ as they start the new school year.  
And speaking of growing in faith, that is the basis of where our new youth group name comes 
from. If you haven’t noticed yet, after much discussion with different youth & adult leaders, we 

have changed the name of our student ministry to Pursuit. As I read through Scripture, I am re-
minded of how God pursues us & how we are to not only pursue Him, but others as well.  I love 
what Paul says about this in Philippians 3:12-14, we have not achieved where God wants us, but 
we must press on to possess that perfection which God is calling us. And that’s what Pursuit is all 

about, a continual process of God calling us, us focusing on what is ahead & then pursuing others 
so they can come to know & pursue the love of  

 
PRE  SCHOOL 

The Preschool has openings for aftercare staff for the 2019-20 school year.  Applicants 
must have a background screening.  Training is required after employment begins.  This 
is a great after-school job for teenagers.  If you LOVE children and would like the oppor-
tunity to work in the preschool, please email or call Beth Richardson at fumc-pc.org or 
(850)763-0615.   
As we begin to prepare for the 2019-20 Preschool year, we welcome any gently used 
toys (no stuffed animals, please), wooden puzzles, dolls, dress up clothes, easels, play 
kitchen items, etc. that you may want to donate.  Bring any donations to the preschool of-
fice in the CLC.  THANK YOU! 

 
New Movie “OVERCOMER” and lunch at Boomerang’s 
If you didn’t get to join us last month at Paula Dean’s Restaurant 

out at Pier Park, here is another special trip planned for Friday, 

August 23rd.  We will be going out to the Grand Theater out at 

Pier Park, to see the new movie with Priscilla Shirer 

“Overcomer”.  High school basketball coach John Harrison and his team face an uncertain fu-

ture when their town’s largest manufacturing plan shuts down unexpectedly.  As hundreds of 

people move away, John reluctantly agrees to coach cross-country, a sport he doesn’t even 

like.  His outlook soon changes when he meets Hannah Scott, an unlikely runner who pushes 

herself to the limit.  Inspired by the words and prayers of a new friend, John starts to train Han-

nah for the biggest race of her young life.  Movie times are not yet known so watch the weekly 

church-emails for exact times for the movie and lunch at Boomerang’s.  There will not be a lot 

of walking involved, everyone is welcomed to join us for this special afternoon of fellowship and 

fun with an amazing Christ centered movie.  Contact Terri Legg (terri@fumc-pc.org) for more 

information and details 

 

mailto:terri@fumc-pc.org


 

 
 

Small Group Studies – Coming Soon 
Summer is starting to wind down and it’s time to start looking at a 
Small Group Studies.  Here are a few that will be starting soon, with 
more to follow. 

The Cross Over being led by Christina Knox, will begin the 1st Wednesday of every 
month beginning August 7th  This study is for Young moms and Ladies that want to 
make a Difference.  They will be studying different speakers from the “IF Gathering” 
and invite you to join them.  They will meet the first Wednesday evening of every 
month, they will meet from 6 – 7:30pm in the Library which is located in the main 
building.  Child-care will be provided. For more information please contact Christina 
Knox (christinaknox11@gmail.com). 

It’s Not Supposed to be this Way being led by Cylle Rowell, will begin on Wednesday Au-
gust 14th, in the Conference Room it will meet from 6 – 7:30pm. This study was writ-
ten by Lysa Terkheurst; reality often ends up so very far from the life we long for, 
doesn’t it?  Lysa deeply understands daily disappointments and life-altering loss.  By 
walking through her own valley, she’s discovered that in God we can find unex-
pected strength as we wrestle well between our faith and feelings.  Come and join 
this new group as they begin this great study.  Child-care will be provided. For more 
information contact Cylle Rowell (rowell_37@msn.com) 

GRIEF SHARE will be starting a new study beginning Monday, September 9th from 5:30 – 
7:30pm in the Conference Room.  If you or someone you love has recently lost some-
one, this group will really help you face life again with a new outlook.  This study will 
be led by Becky Daffin, for more information contact Becky Daffin 
(Daffin.rebecca@gmail.com). 

 
Belated Thank You From July VBS 
Next year we will surely have more VBS volunteers knowing they will be well fed!  Thank you. VBS volun-
teers were loved on every night with a delicious meal and wonderful desserts.  Many thanks to the follow-
ing groups for treating our volunteers with such yummy treats: 
Mary Circle, Amazing Grace Sunday School Class, Si Mathison Sunday School Class, Sarah Circle, TGIF 
Bible Study, Kitchen Crew, Wednesday Night Young Adult Bible Study, Thursday Night Adult Small 
Group, and Naomi Circle.   
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
MUSIC NOTES 

“Back to School” is definitely the theme of this months newsletter., and this article is no different.  
This month, we resume children’s choir on Sunday evenings at  5:30pm  along with “His Kids” 
programming.  Also...we are working hard to move Chancel Choir rehearsals back to Wednesday 
nights in the Chapel starting August 21, at 5:45pm.  I’ll let you know as we get closer to that date.  
Stay tuned as well for start dates for Hand bells and Faire Ladies in September. 
 
Before I sign off, I have to brag on the Children’s Music Camp Campers.  This year’s camp was 
one of the best groups we’ve had.  We learned all about heaven, and that heaven is real.  If you 
missed the musical Friday, July 26, it is archived on the church website. 
 
Looking forward to working and worshipping along side of you! 
 
Following Him, 
 
Marvin 
 
 

College and Career - Ignite 
We have some exciting news for the College and Career Group! We have decided on a name and Bible 
verse that will give us a vision for the group. We have decided on Ignite using Romans 12:11 which says 
“Never let the fire in your heart go out. Keep it alive. Serve the Lord.” We want this group to be a place 
where those who are starting to figure out life on their own can have safe space to ignite the fire in their 
soul and not let it go out.  

Cardio and Coffee 
Cardio and Coffee still meets every Tuesday and Thursday at 7:00am! If you need a space to come walk 
and enjoy fellowship, we would love to see you! You can come walk for as long as you’d like and fresh 
coffee will be ready whenever you are done! If you have any questions please contact Samantha@fumc-
pc.org. 

Sports Summer Camps 

Our sports summer camps got off to a great start! We had 30 kids come to Flag Football Camp the week 
of June 17th. Each day they would learn different skills and drills for flag football and we would also do a 
snack time with a Bible lesson every day. We talked with them about sportsmanship, using our gifts for 
God, welcoming others and more! Everyone seemed to go away happy!  
The last week of June we also held basketball camp. During basketball camp we had over 40 kids! Mrs. 
Debbie Funkhouser took the lead and brought in her family to help! They did a great job teaching the kids 
about the game and about the armor of God. Each day during snack time Mrs. Debbie would tell them 
about a different piece in the armor of God. We want to say thank you to Mrs. Debbie and her family for 
all they did during the week.  
Soccer Camp was the week of July 15th. We had forty campers for the week! We taught them skills and 
drills and during our Bible story time we talked about the Fruits of the Spirit. I am very thankful to my 
youth volunteers who helped me throughout the week. I would not have been able to do it without them!  
This week was our last sports camp of the summer. We had over 30 campers for our baseball and volley-
ball clinic. We did two days with each sports and let the play games for both on the last day.  
It was a very full but very rewarding summer! I (Samantha) am very thankful for all the people who made 
these camps possible. To the youth volunteers who got up early during their summer vacation to help me. 

Amazing Grace Sunday School to begin “Evidence that Demands a Verdict” 
The Amazing Grace Sunday school class will be starting a new study on Sunday, August 11th, and 
they would love for you to join them.  They will be starting the study, “EVIDENCE that Demands a 
Verdict:  Life-Changing Truth for a Skeptical World.  The modern apologetics classic that started it 
all is now completely revised and updated-because the truth of the Bible doesn’t change, but its crit-
ics do.  With the original Evidence that Demands a Verdict, bestselling author Josh McDowell gave 
Christian readers the answers they needed to defend their faith against the harshest critics and 
skeptics.  Now, with his son Sean McDowell, Josh McDowell has updated and expanded this classic 
resource for a new generation. 
The Amazing Grace Sunday school class meets in the Hobbs Center at 9:15am on Sunday mornings, 
they would love to have you join them for this intriguing study. 

mailto:christinaknox11@gmail.com
mailto:rowell_37@msn.com
mailto:Samantha@fumc-pc.org
mailto:Samantha@fumc-pc.org


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

        Ladies Day Trips…SWAMP GRAVY…May Haw Christmas 
If you haven’t had an opportunity to travel with the ladies on their (Get-a-
way’s) here are two new trips that are now being planned. 
Saturday, October 19th Day trip to Colquitt, GA 
Shop around town and tour murals. 

Buffet Lunch at the Tarrer Inn. 
SWAMP GRAVY show at the Cotton Hall Theater. 
Cost is $60 per person. 
(Leave around 7:30am and return around 7:00 … times are estimated and not set in stone at this 

time.) 
Saturday, December 7th Day trip to Colquitt, GA 
Shop around town and tour murals. 
Lunch at Mural City and Cakes. 
MAY HAW Christmas show at the Cotton Hall Theater. 
Cost is $60 per person. 
(Leave around 7:30am and return around 7:00 … times are estimated and not set in stone at this 

time.) 
All ladies are invited to join us, it is a great time of fun and fellowship.  Invite your friends and 

place your reservation with Terri Legg (terri@fumc-pc.org) or Jan Rascoe 
(pcrascoe@yahoo.com).  Space is limited so don’t delay, it would be so much more fun if YOU 
would join us!  

. 

 
 
 

 
 

We had fun!  If you missed our Christmas in July at Margie Marshall’s, you missed a 
treat including a visit from our new pastor, Jeremy and his family.  Everyone acted as if they 
had been away too long and it was time for a gathering.  Not only did we celebrate each other 
but we now can celebrate that we raised over $725 for missions presenting Rada cutlery.  It is 
so much fun to share those funds in the community.   

We would like to thank you for supporting United Methodist Women by attending and 
buying the cutlery.  The cutlery will be an ongoing project, so that if you missed an opportuni-
ty to purchase, additional orders can still be made throughout the year. 

We also enjoyed plentiful and delicious food, with many of the dishes were made from 
available mixes in the Rada catalog.  A special thank you goes out to Jan Rascoe for her ad-
vice and encouragement; and also to Margie Marshall for the use of her home and for the hos-
pitality which is always so perfect. 

Thanks again for your participation and always remember that invitation is forever 
open to give UMW a try and possibly join. 

Finally, we would like to invite everyone to keep the date of September 24th open to at-
tend our annual Game Day, Luncheon, and Fashion Show.  This year’s theme is, “Viva Italia”.  
You are invited to come, bring a friend, and spread the word!  All proceeds from this event will 
help local Hurricane Relief. 
 

       UMW Board Meeting on Thursday, August 8th at 10am in the Youth Room 
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