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For 
more information on any program, event or service please remember to check out our website for up to date 

information: www.fumc-pc.org 
Join us on Facebook and see great pictures, updat-

ed information, encouraging notes and more! Search: 
 “First United Methodist, Panama City” 

  

Sunday Worship Service Times    
8:00 Traditional Service 

9:15 Sunday School 
10:30 Blended Contemporary Service 

903 East Fourth Street 
Panama City, FL 32401 

850.763.6537 Office 
850.763.0615 Preschool 

www.fumc-pc.org 

You are invited to join us for Fellowship Supper on Wednesday nights from 5:15-6:00pm in the 

Community Life Center. Cost for the meal is $6 per adult, $4 per child/youth with a $20 cap per 

family. First time to eat with us? IT’S FREE. A head count is needed by Monday so sign up in 

Sunday School, on the Church Attendance Pew Pad, email terri@fumc-pc.org or call 763-6537. 

We look forward to seeing you! 

September Menu: 

4th    Texas Brisket BBQ,  Scalloped Potatoes, Vegetable, Salad & Dessert  

11th  Hamburger Steak & Gravy, Mashed Potatoes, Vegetable, Salad & Dessert  

18th  Fried  Chicken,  Macaroni & Cheese, Vegetable, Salad & Dessert    

25th  Pot Roast, Potatoes, & Carrots, Salad & Dessert   

 

Fellow Supper is served from 5 p.m.—6 p.m. 

*ToGo meals will be available after 5:45 p.m. 
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    Cross & Tower First United Methodist Church 

When you read scripture, are you ever struck by how often God spoke to people through dreams?   
Jacob, Pharaoh, Solomon, Daniel, Joseph, and the Wise Men are just a few of those individuals that God 
spoke to through their dreams.  In Acts 2, on the Day of Pentecost, Peter said to the crowd gathered 
that in the last days, the Spirit would be poured out on all people and your old men will dream dreams! 
Significant events in history occurred precisely because of a dream! And yet, a couple of thousand years 
later – perhaps because we’re children of the Enlightenment - we tend to be a bit more hesitant at the 
thought of God speaking to us through dreams. 
 
In this season, I want us to give prayerful consideration of what it would mean for us to dream as a 
church.  Ask yourself, “What would it look like if…?” and give thought to what it would take for the 
dream to become a reality.  We can ask this question across all areas of the church.  And as we share 
with one another, a positive, concrete vision of the future will emerge for us.  Dream big!  Remember, 
with God all things are possible! 
 
Each day, I can see more and more of our physical plant coming back online.  We owe a deep debt of 
gratitude to our Board of Trustees for the countless hours of work they have given to the reconstruction 
of our buildings.  As more and more of the space that God has given us becomes available, what might 
we do with the resources given to us to touch the hearts and lives of those who live and call this area 
home?  We know the needs are great and will be for years to come as we rebuild our community.  How 
might God use First United Methodist Church of Panama City to lead in this effort?  The possibilities are 
endless. 
 
I look forward continued conversations with our staff and lay leadership as we dream together about the 
ministry opportunities we have here at First United Methodist Church of Panama City.  I want to hear 
your dreams as well!  God still speaks to us today!  Let us be open to the leadings of the Spirit and 
dream of what God may be calling us to do in the season of ministry that is before us! 
 
        Blessings and peace, 
         
        Jeremy 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                September 2019 

In this time of recovery and rebuilding, we have an opportunity as a 
church and a community. Together, we have the ability to dream.  We 
have the chance to imagine what could be as we envision a preferred 
future for First United Methodist Church of Panama City.  It is a time of 
discovery, as we consider the gifts God has given to us for ministry and 
the needs that exist around us.  It is a time for us to share our hopes 
and aspirations for our congregation. 

School is Back and the BACK PACK Ministry needs YOUR Help 
 
The 2019-20 school year has started and FUMC will once again begin supplying back packs every 
week to students in need at Merriam Cherry Street Elementary right here in the Cove.  Every 
Wednesday afternoon beginning at 4pm in the CLC gym we assemble back packs filled with food 
to supply each student meals over the weekend.  We are always looking for help and would love 
for you to come early for Fellowship Supper and help us with this special ministry.  Look in the 
information racks in the CLC and get your on BACK PACK NEEDS magnet for your refrigerator 
so you have a list of items that are used each week.  Right now we are presently providing 50 back 
packs each week for students and we rely on donations to keep this ministry going.  There are 
RED TUBS located in the CLC for donation drop-offs, or you can make monetary donations to the 
FUMC BACK PACK Ministry.  Your help and support is appreciated greatly, but we also covet 
your prayers for this ministry and for each student and their families that are receiving these.  
Thank you and GOD BLESS! 

September Needs 

Ravioli, Macaroni and Cheese Cups and Fruit Juice Boxes  

 
For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me some-

thing to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in,      Matthew 25:35 



 

 

 

  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

His Kids Times 

(Potty - trained 3’s - 5th Grade 

Sunday Nights: 5:00 - 7:00 pm 

(Dinner Included) 

Wednesday Nights: 6:00 - 7:30 pm 

 

Bible Lesson  - Games - Crafts  

Bible Verse Memory    

Trunk or treat is set for     
October 23rd  5:00 - 7:00 

Come enjoy a night of   
  Food - Games - Fellowship - 

CANDY 

Volunteers are needed!! 
We need volunteers for 
games, trunks, and of 

course candy donations! 

Contact Alison Bostwick 
for more information 

Alison@fumc-pc.org 
763-6537 

Registration has begun for Winter Retreat!  

This is for all 3rd - 5th Graders 

When: January 17 - 20 

Where: Camp Butter and Egg in Troy, Al 

Cost: $185 First deposit of $50 is due Sept. 8th 

  
 

 
Children’s Choir and Preschool Choir has started! 

It’s not too late for children to join!  
We meet every Sunday night during His Kids. 
Preschool Choir: 3 years old - Kindergarten 

Children’s Choir: 1st Grade - 5th Grade  

School is back in season & things are slowing down a little from the summer, but we still 
have a lot going on. Small Groups are in full swing on Sunday nights (5-7 pm) & on  
Wednesday nights (6-7:30 pm), we are having a great time with worship & large group 
teaching. If your student is not currently coming, we would love to have them. 
 
We’re kicking off September with a Fall Mystery Trip (Sept. 1st) and then the following 
 Saturday (Sept. 7th) we will have a Service Saturday for our youth & their parents. A few 
other things to be mindful of is our Universal Trip (for youth & their parents) in November, 
however, the $75 deposit is due Sept. 1st, so make sure you get that turned in or there is a 
late fee of $25 (& the possibility of not having any space available) if you pay after Sept. 1st. 
Also, starting in September, we will begin planning for Winter Retreat. If your student is in 
10th-12th grade, make sure they pick up an application to be a student leader. 
 
As you can tell we have a lot going on & would love to get you plugged in and serving in 
some capacity. We are in need of some small group leaders, event coordinators, prayer  
warriors, snack supper volunteers, & many other opportunities. Feel free to contact me 
(frank@fumc-pc.org) for more information on where you can get plugged in to serve. 
 
Thank You! 
 
Dear FUMC Family, 
As many of you know, we lost our home to a fire last month. We can’t begin to say thank 
you enough for the outpouring of LOVE, prayer, and support we have felt! In a time one 
would think would be chaotic and sad, through your hearts, hands, feet, and gifts we have 
seen God show up far beyond anything we could have ever imagined!! We truly feel blessed 
beyond measure to have such an AMAZING church family. Thank you again for being YOU! 
 
With much love, 
Audrey, Peter, & Bobby Bonanno 

Helping Us … HELP OTHERS … Together We CAN Make a Difference 
FUMC truly believes in helping and serving our community right here in Panama City.  One of the 
ways we help do this is by getting more involved with two of our elementary schools right here in 
Bay County.  Once again we have met with the administration of Cherry Street and Cedar Grove 
Elementary; and one thing they need to succeed each year is parent involvement.  To help make 
that happen FUMC has started serving meals and refreshments at the PTO meetings and special 
events to get families to come.  If your Sunday School class or small group would like to help spon-
sor and serve these meals, your help would be greatly appreciated.  Please contact either Terri Legg 
(terri@fumc-pc.org) or Alison Bostwick (alison@fumc-pc.org) for more information.   

2019-20 Meals and Refreshment Schedule 
Thursday, September 19th at Cedar Grove Open House (Dinner at 5:30pm) 
Thursday, September 26th at Cherry Street Open House (Refreshments at 5:30pm) 
Thursday, October 10th at Cherry Street Book Fair (Dinner at 5:30pm) 
Thursday, November 14th at Cedar Grove MATH Night  (Dinner at 5:30pm) 
Thursday, December 12th at Cherry Street Christmas concert (Refreshments at 5:30pm) 
Thursday, January 30th at Cherry Street Family Reading Night (Dinner at 5:30pm 
Thursday, February 13th at Cherry Street Art and Writing Night (Dinner at 5:30pm) 
Thursday, March 5th at Cherry Street Spring Musical (Refreshments at 5:30pm) 
Thursday, March 12th at Cherry Street Math and Science Night (Dinner at 5:30pm) 
Thursday, March 12th at Cedar Grove Family Reading Night (Dinner at 5:30pm) 
Thursday, April 23rd at Cherry Street Spring Book Fair (Dinner at 5:30pm) 

We simply make an easy meal, take it to the school, serve the students and their families, share 
GOD’S love with them, clean-up and head home.  It doesn’t take a lot of time but it does help make 
a difference.  Please pray about this ministry and help us, help others…thanks! 

mailto:frank@fumc-pc.org
mailto:terri@fumc-pc.org
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Our community encompasses a way for the entire family to heal and break 
the cycles of dysfunction often passed down through the generations.      
 

Monday nights we gather at 5:30 for a family meal, 6pm the adults participate in large group(lesson/
testimony), and then at 7pm break for gender specific small groups.  
 
 Our youth program called  the Landing and meets in the youth room.  These teenagers and able to 
identify their own struggles or better understand their parents issue.  
 
Our children’s program Celebration Place is geared for elementary aged kids where we hope to begin 
precovery and break the cycle of family dysfunction.    
 
If you have any questions regarding this ministry contact Stacy Rodolph @ (850)630-5877 or 
crpc@fumc-pc.org 

College and Career - Ignite 
 
We have some exciting news for the College and Career Group! We have decided on a name and Bible 
verse that will give us a vision for the group. We have decided on Ignite using Romans 12:11 which says 
“Never let the fire in your heart go out. Keep it alive. Serve the Lord.” We want this group to be a place 
where those who are starting to figure out life on their own can have safe space to ignite the fire in their 
soul and not let it go out.  
 
Join us and bring a friend on September 29th for “Game Night” from 6:30pm to 9:00 pm. 
 
We meet on Sunday nights from 6:30pm to 8:00pm. If you know someone who might be interested in 
the group have them contact Samantha at samantha@fumc-pc.org. 

Cardio and Coffee 
 
Cardio and Coffee still meets every Tuesday and Thursday at 7:00am! If you need a space to come 
walk and enjoy fellowship, we would love to see you! You can come walk for as long as you’d like and 
fresh coffee will be ready whenever you are done! If you have any questions please contact 

Volley for Christ 
 
Volley for Christ starts this month and runs through October. This is a great minister that we have been 
partnering with for over 9 years! Terri Bedford and her volunteers do an amazing job and reach so 
many people for Christ. They play on Tuesday and Thursday nights in our CLC. There are hundreds of 
people that walk through our doors each of those nights! We are thankful for the partnership and look 
forward to seeing what this season brings! 

Proverbs, Ecclesiastes and Song of Song Bible Study 
Ladies, you are invited to join the Violet Vickery Bible Study of Proverbs, Ecclesiastes and Song 

of Songs    beginning Tuesday September 10th from 2 till 4pm and continuing on second and 

fourth Tuesday s upstairs in the CLC. This is a small group which runs through May, and the 

study book costs $15.00. For further information please contact Nancy Carter or Donna 

The Cross Over being led by Christina Knox, will begin the 1st Wednesday of every 
month beginning August 7th  This study is for Young moms and Ladies that want to 
make a Difference.  They will be studying different speakers from the “IF Gathering” 
and invite you to join them.  They will meet the first Wednesday evening of every 
month, they will meet from 6 – 7:30pm in the Library which is located in the main 
building.  Child-care will be provided. For more information please contact: 

 Christina Knox (christinaknox11@gmail.com). 
 
It’s Not Supposed to be this Way being led by Cylle Rowell, will begin on Wednesday 

August 14th, in the Conference Room it will meet from 6 – 7:30pm. This study was 
written by Lysa Terkheurst; reality often ends up so very far from the life we long 
for, doesn’t it?  Lysa deeply understands daily disappointments and life-altering 
loss.  By walking through her own valley, she’s discovered that in God we can find 
unexpected strength as we wrestle well between our faith and feelings.  Come and 
join this new group as they begin this great study.  Child-care will be provided. For 
more information contact: Cylle Rowell (rowell_37@msn.com). 

 
GRIEF SHARE will be starting a new study beginning Monday, September 9th from 5:30 

– 7:30pm in the Conference Room.  If you or someone you love has recently lost 
someone, this group will really help you face life again with a new outlook.  This 
study will be led by Becky Daffin, for more information contact Becky Daffin: 

 (DAFFIN.rebecca@gmail.com).  

September is National Recovery Month and National Mental Health Aware-
ness month.    Many think that recovery is just about substance i when in 
fact 1 out of 3 who participate in Celebrate Recovery have substance is-
sues.   The remaining are dealing with other hurts and habits like, anger, 
struggles with food, self injury, or relationship issues.    What we gain from 
being in community is that our main area of hurt is the same.    Most have 
unresolved issues related to a trauma of some sort in their life or that of a 
loved one. 

CELEBRATE RECOVERY 

SEPTEMBER WEEKLY FOOD COLLECTION FOR THE FOOD PANTRY  
Our Weekly Food Collection for the Food Pantry collects items that are used in food bags distrib-
uted from our Food Pantry on Friday mornings from 9 am – Noon.  The items are assigned by 
weeks but can be brought any time during the month.  Collection containers are located in the 
lobby of our Community Life Center. 
September Needed Food Items  

 
September   1    Canned Chicken and Canned Tuna 
September   8   1 lb. Box of Grits / Misc. Canned Vegetables                                         
September 15   Toliet Paper 
September 22   Spaghetti Sauce + Noodles 
September 29   Toilet Paper 
 
If you don’t have time to shop, money donations designated to the Food Pantry are greatly appreciated!  This money is 
used to purchase needed food. 

Your HELP is Requested 
We are in the process of redesigning the monthly newsletter that we presently call the CROSS + TOWER.  
With FUMC facing many new beginnings since Hurricane Michael, we thought it time to change the name of 
our newsletter.  Here’s the part we need help with: 

Submit your suggested name for our Newsletter. 
Send it to terri@fumc-pc.org 
Entries will be taken until Sunday, September 15th 
Limit of two entries per household. 

Winner will receive free Fellowship Supper for an entire month, and have bragging rights to the name. 
Be Creative…Use your Imagination…#thank you! 

mailto:crpc@fumc-pc.org
mailto:christinaknox11@gmail.com
mailto:rowell_37@msn.com
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        Ladies Day Trips…May Haw Christmas 
If you haven’t had an opportunity to travel with the ladies on their (Get-a-
way’s) here are two new trips that are now being planned. 
 
Saturday, December 7th Day trip to Colquitt, GA 
Shop around town and tour murals. 
Lunch at Mural City and Cakes. 

MAY HAW Christmas show at the Cotton Hall Theater. 
Cost is $60 per person. 
(Leave around 7:30am and return around 7:00, times are estimated, not set in stone at this time.) 
 

All ladies are invited to join us, it is a great time of fun and fellowship.  Invite your friends and 
place your reservation with Terri Legg (terri@fumc-pc.org) or Jan Rascoe
(pcrascoe@yahoo.com).  Space is limited so don’t delay, it would be so much more fun if YOU 
would join us!  

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

SENIORS are Traveling to Port St. Joe for Lunch and YOU are Invited 
 
The Seniors have been getting together this Summer and they would LOVE to invite 
YOU to join them.  We have visited Paula Deans’ Restaurant for a scrumptious lunch, 
we’ve seen the new movie “Overcomer” and enjoyed lunch at Shoney’s.  This month 
we are going to travel out to Port St. Joe for a quaint lunch at  
Provisions, and would love for you to come.  Staff had the opportunity to visit Port St. 
Joe a week ago, and when I asked their senior minister Geoffrey Lentz where his fa-
vorite place to dine was, he immediately responded, “Provisions.”  Be sure and mark 
your calendars for Thursday, September 26th as we will meet at the CLC at 9am, and 
then travel over to Port St. Joe for lunch and sight-seeing.  You can contact Terri Legg 
(terri@fumc-pc.org) to make a reservation.   

 
Attention Ladies…if you are not presently serving in UMW; we would love to invite 
you to join one of the three UMW Circles that we have here at First United Methodist. 
Each Circle meets once a month from September – May each year.  The Circles are 
involved in so many different areas serving our Lord, our Church, our Community and 
our World. 
This month you are invited to join us for the UMW Fashion Show and Luncheon on 
Tuesday, September 24th in our Community Life Center. If you are interested, please 
join us as we start back this month with our Circle Meetings. 

· Mary Circle meets Tuesday evening, Sept. 10th at 6pm in the Youth 
Room. 

· Naomi Circle   meets Monday afternoon, Sept. 16th at 1:30pm in the 
Gathering Area of the CLC. 

· Sarah Circle     meets on Tuesday morning, Sept. 17th at 9:30am in the 
Youth Room. 

The UMW Board Meeting will be held on Monday morning, Sept. 9th at 10am in the 
Youth Room. 
 

United Methodist Women Invites You to JOIN Them 

mailto:terri@fumc-pc.org
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