
 New Protocols  

 Temperatures will be taken upon arrival. 

 Households will be asked to sit together.  

 Meals will be brought to your table. 

 Bottled water will be the only beverage served. 

 Please remain seated at all times unless going to the re-

stroom, going to Bible study or Choir, taking children or 

youth to activities or leaving and throwing away trash.  

 

February Menu: 

3rd– Smoked Chicken, Vegetable, Salad, Roll & Dessert 

10th– Shrimp & Grits, Fried Okra, Salad, Cornbread & Dessert 

17th– Texas Brisket, Scalloped Potatoes, Salad, Garlic Bread & Dessert 

24th– Country Fried Steak & Gravy, Mashed Potatoes, Vegetable,  

Salad, Roll & Dessert 

 

Children’s Meals are available: Chicken Nuggets & French Fries 

** With additional serving times and social distancing, volunteers are 

needed to help wipe down & sanitize. See Jim Fulton 

 

Prices: Adults $7; Youth/Children $5; $20 Family Cap 

(To-go meals are $1 more - served after 5:30pm) 
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First United Methodist Church, 903 East 4th Street, Panama City, FL 32401          Phone: 850 - 763 – 6537 

The Cross & Tower 

One of my favorite country artists is Brad Paisley.  In 2009, he released a song entitled 

“Welcome to the Future.”  In the song, there was a line that struck me that I have 

thought of over the years.  The words are simple, poignant, and profound:  Wherever we 

were going, well we’re here. 

“Wherever we were going, well we’re here.”  A year ago, our staff had just finished a planning retreat.  A few weeks later, 

we would shelve those plans adjusting to a global pandemic.  This happened while we continued to work on hurricane re-

covery.  But together, the entire church altered the programs and ministries of the church to ensure operations continued 

in the face of COVID-19.  

There’s an old saying that “Life is what happens to you while you’re planning for something else.”  Whatever our plans, 

there are twists and turns that we cannot anticipate. I believe it is better to plan, but I also know we must be flexible as 

circumstances change.  Paisley’s words capture the space between our plans and our realities very well: Wherever we were 

going, well we’re here.”   

For six years, I served as part of the Cabinet for Bishop Paul Leeland.  There are many things I appreciate about that experi-

ence.  I learned much that continues to guide me in ministry.  Perhaps the most significant lesson was this:  Make the best 

decision you can with the information you have at the time and once you make the decision, don’t look back. 

I never heard Bishop Leeland say something like, “If we had only…” or “If we had known…”  To expend such time and ener-

gy is really useless. There is no going back.  No one had a Category 5 hurricane ripping through the area as part of their long

-term plan in 2018.  No one envisioned a global pandemic that has claimed the lives of over 400,000 Americans hitting our 

shores a year ago.  I am sure there are things in your life that turned out much differently than you anticipated as well.  But 

as Paisley notes, “Where ever we were going, well we’re here.”   

As we approach the start of Lent, we engage in a time of reflection and penitence. Our Ash Wednesday service will be held 

at 6 pm on February 17th in the Sanctuary.  The forty day journey ends with the celebration of Easter, a reminder that from 

the ashes, new life emerges. 

As I look around our church and our community, I see new life springing forth from the ashes of destruction caused by a 

hurricane and a pandemic.  None of us could have envisioned the past couple of years, for sure, but God has been faithful.  

It’s true:  Wherever we were going, well we’re here…But “here” is a good place to be.  As we begin Lent, let us move from 

this place, seeking God, working and serving together, to take the “next best steps” we can as a community of faith.  As the 

hymn declares, “I have decided to follow Jesus, no turning back, no turning back.”   

 

          In Christ, 

 

          Jeremy 



 

Preschool News 
2021-22 Preschool Early Registration is almost here!  This is for current preschool families and church members.  It will 
begin on Monday, February 15

th
 and end Friday, February 26

th
.  Registration for the general public will begin on Monday, 

March 1
st
 for any remaining spots that might be available.  The registration packet and 2021-22 preschool calendar will be dis-

tributed to current preschool families and is available on-line on the church website.  Remember, even though your child is 
currently enrolled, you still have to register them for the new school year.  Please do not delay in registering your child. If you 
have any questions regarding preschool or the registration process, please contact Beth Richardson in the Preschool office at 
763-0615 or beth@fumc-pc.org.  We look forward to having your child(ren) with us next year! 
 
Thank you! 
Beth Richardson – Director 
FUMC Preschool  

  

  

  

Youth Ministry News    

We had an awesome Winter Retreat this past January!! A huge thank you to all the adult lead-

ers that helped out & especially to our host homes. I was really excited to see our students 

come together for worship, service projects, & just having fun. Please continue to pray for 

them as they were challenged to be “Jonah” and share God’s message of love & repentance 

to those around them. 

On Wednesday nights in February come join us for a 4-week series on Authority. We will be 
looking at how rules can do more than keep us safe. At the end of this month, we will be hav-
ing our Confirmation Class for any sixth grader (or other middle school student) who has not 
attended Confirmation. Please contact Frank (frank@fumc-pc.org) for more information.  
 
        In Christ, 
 
        Frank 

Greetings from the United Methodist Women!  We hope that your New Year has begun 

smoothly and that rocky 2020 is fading.  In December we enjoyed our Christmas luncheon at 

the St. Andrew Bay Yacht Club and installed our new 2021 officers: 

President – Donna Scheer 

Vice President – Ann Tyree 

           Secretary – Yvette Herr 

                 Treasure – Martha Ann Horn 

Thank you to our church family for supporting our successful Pecan and Rada Cutlery fundraisers. We made $1,000 from 

the Pecan sale and $700 from the Rada Cutlery. In support of our missions, we are donating $2,000 to the FUMC PreSchool 

scholarship fund.  Now we are beginning to plan our 4th Ladies GameDay/Fashion Show Luncheon scheduled on Tuesday, 

March 23rd with a Hawaiian theme, so save the date.  (Limited seating is available.)   

We are always looking for New Members … Look at Upcoming Meeting Dates: 

Mary Circle – 2nd Tuesday, 6pm CLC Youth Room 

Naomi Circle – 3rd Monday, 2pm Hobbs Center 

Sarah Circle – 3rd Tuesday, 9:30am Hobbs Center 

 

2020 Hee Haw Fundraiser Distribution 

FUMC: Children’s Ministry, Youth Ministry, Backpack Ministry, Food Pantry, Community Breakfast, Donation towards the cost 

of the advent candelabra in honor of Jan Rascoe. 

Other: Eagle’s Wings Foundation, Gulf Coast Children’s Advocacy Center, Morning Star School-Uganda, Pregnancy Resource 

Center, Salvation Army-Domestic Violence Program, SIM (Sudan Interior Missions) Donor Care 

Small Group Opportunities 

 Grief Share— Wednesdays, 5:30-7:30pm in 

the Trinity Center Rm#12 Led by Becky Daffin 

and Terri Legg. This study is for you if you find 

yourself struggling to go on after the loss of a 

loved one. Course Fee is $25.00. 

 Forgiving What You Can’t Forget              

Wednesdays, 6:00-7:30pm in the Trinity Center 

Rm#5 led by Stacy Rodolph. In this study, you 

will discover how to move on, make peace with 

painful memories and crate a life that is beauti-

ful again. Course Fee is $20.00. 

Studies  and Conferences 

 Vertical Marriage— Begins Wednesday, 

February 3, 6:00-7:30pm in the Chapel.       

Led by Brother Carl Fountain. Childcare will 

be provided. 

 You Are Never Alone Thursdays, Janu-

ary 7th 2:00-3:30pm in the Hobbs Center and 

led by Terri Legg. This study by Max Lucado 

will show you that you’re stronger than you 

think, because God is nearer than you know! 

Course fee$20.00 
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Hope this brief article finds you all doing well and staying safe.  I am very ex-
cited about the startup of our Chancel Choir again.  We will meet on Wednes-
day nights at 6pm in the sanctuary.  We also will begin our handbell choir on 
Tuesday evenings at 5pm in the gathering area.  Come be a part of these ex-
citing music ministries.   – 
 
In Him, 
 
Marvin Miller 

 

Music Ministry Schedule 

Chancel Choir Practice – Wednesday – 6:00pm 

Handbell Choir Practice – Tuesday – 5:00pm 

    Children’s Choir Practice – Wednesday – 6:00pm 

 
         Following Him, 
 
         Marvin  

February 18, 2021 

Valentine’s: You are Loved         

Speaker—Carl Fountain                           
Soloist—Marvin Miller 

 

February List for Food Pantry  

1lb bag of Pinto Beans (Blackeye peas, etc) 

Canned Ravioli or Spaghetti & Meatballs (pop 
tops please for homeless backpacks) 

Toilet Paper 

Canned Vegetables 

Canned Tuna or Canned Chicken 

Back Pack Ministry Needs 

Fruit Cups 

Ravioli Cups 

Hot Chocolate 

Toiletry Items for the Homeless 

Travel Sizes: Toothpaste, soap, shave cream, 
toothbrushes, deodorant, hand sanitizer, sham-
poo, and lip balm 

 

 
We are heading to Winter Retreat this 

month at camp Butter and Egg in Troy, 
Al. Please be in prayer for us as we travel, 
and pray that children’s hearts are open 
and lives are changed. We are looking 

forward to a great retreat! 

  

His Kids Times 

(Potty - trained 3’s - 5th Grade 

Wednesday Nights: 6:00 - 7:30 pm 

Choir - Bible Lesson  - Games   

Crafts - Bible Verse Memory    

We are so excited that children’s Sunday School has 

started back! The times are 9:15-10:05.  

Parents will need to walk their child to their        

classroom and pick them up after it is over.  

Each class in broken down into age groups.  

3 - 5 Year Olds: Meet in the Preschool Room in the 

His Kids area 

K-1st Grade: Meet in the main His Kids room 

2nd-3rd: Meet in room 201 upstairs in the              

preschool wing 

4th-5th Grade: Meet in room 205 upstairs in the   

preschool wing 



 Why Jesus? … (Young Adult Bible Study) 

Sundays at 9:15am in the Chapel, led by Dr. 

Jeremy Pridgeon.  Here’s a chance to meet 

new people and to deepen your walk with the 

Lord. 

 

 Here and Now...There and Then (Study of Revelation)  

 Sundays, at 9:15am in the Hobbs Center,  led by 

 Shelley Scarborough.  Want to know more about the book of Revelation 

 then this study is for you.  Registration is now open, don’t delay sign up 

      today.   

 Newcomers Class …(We’re Glad YOU Are Here!) 

     Sundays, at 9:15am in the Gathering Area, led by 

     Brother Carl Fountain.  This is a 4-week class that will familiarize 

     People about FUMC, its beliefs, its campus layout, missions and more. 

New Adult Sunday School Opportunities 

Established Adult Classes: 

 ASBURY Class—meets every Sunday at 9:15am in Room 10 of the Trinity Center. 

 MACK Lewis Men's Class—meets every Sunday at 9:15am in the Conference Room. 

 SI MATHISON Class—meets every Sunday at 9:15am in Room 3 of the Trinity Center. 

 SISTER’S in CHRIST Class—meets every Sunday at 9:15am in the Parlor of the CLC. 

 WESLEY Class—meets every Sunday at 9:15am in Room 1 of the Trinity Center. 

 Middle School Girls … (6th grade through 8th grade) 

 Middle School Boys … (6th grade through 8th grade) 

 High School Girls … (9th grade through 12th grade) 

 High School Boys … (9th grade through 12th grade) 

All YOUTH classes are held on the 2nd floor of the CLC in the Youth Room.  

They meet every Sunday morning at 9:15am led by wonderful Youth leaders 

and Frank Wright (Youth Minister). 

 PreSchool (3—5 year olds) 

 Kindergarten though 1st Grade 

 2nd Grade through 3rd Grade 

 4th  Grade through 5th Grade 

All CHILDREN Sunday school classes are held in the Main Building in the His 

Kids’ area and Upstairs in the PreSchool wing.  They meet every Sunday morn-

ing at 9:15am led by wonderful Children’s Ministries leaders and Alison Bostwick 

(Children’s Minister). 

Nursery 

† Trained Staff 

† Safe Sanctuary Compatible  

† During Worship Services & Church Wide Events 

† Newborns - 3 Years 

God’s little children our important to us here at FUMC; we are honored to take care of them 

and watch over them while you are away.  Train up a child in the way he should go, and 

when he is old he will not depart from it.  Proverbs 22:6 


